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for the first of three 
events in three consecu-
tive months to be held at 
one of the best bocce 
facilities in the area this 
side of Martinez. 
 The season gets off to 
a fast start, with four 
events in the next six 
weeks. And one of them 
is a Major, La Tazza di 
Bocce on Sunday, 
March 20th at the very 
same Troy’s. See you 
there for the first big one 
of the new year! 

outcome was in doubt 
all the way to the very 
end. The winner being 
the team that played the 
most consistent bocce. 
 There was 
stellar play from 
all the squads, 
but ESPN would 
outlast the com-
petition, defeat-
ing team Twin 
Brothers (Fred 
Taft, Marylou 
Shapiro, Vickie 
Lucido and Bar-
bara Henares) in 
the finals. 
 On a very cold, wet 
and sometimes snowy 
day, the MLBC was 

kept warm and safe and 
dry in the friendly con-
fines of Troy’s Bocce 
Room in Morgan Hill. 
As always, the food was 

great, the drinks were 
delicious, and the courts 
were in perfect shape 
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� The MLBC Players Association has named 
Joann Parent as their March 2011 Player of the 
Month. Joann is not only a tough competitor 
(she has four MLBC titles to her credit, includ-
ing one major championship), but she is also one of the most supportive 
members of our lodge. 
 We’re proud to have Joann as a member of the MLBC, and the 
Sons of Italy. Congratulations Joann, we’ll look forward to seeing you 
at La Tazza di Bocce later this month. 

ESPN 630 AM CENTRAL COAST 
WINS THE PRESIDENT’S INVITATIONAL  
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THE HAMILTON SHELTER PLAYER OF THE MONTH   
JOANN PARENT  
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THE ELIMINATOR  
Saturday · March 12 · 2011 
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� Rose Ventimiglia, 
Isaac Benavidez, Joann 
Parent, and Tony Vella 
took the team name of 
ESPN 630 AM and ran 
with it all the way to the 
title in the 2011 MLBC 
season opener title. 
 The President’s Invi-
tational was a contest 
between six evenly 
matched teams, and the 



�

� � $  � � �

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 
 � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 	 � 	 � � � �

� �

�
C U R R E N T  R E S U L T S  F O R  T H E  2 0 1 1  M L B C  S E A S O N  

	 � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � 	 � � �
� � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � 	 � � � � 
 � 	 � �

January · Barbara Henares 
February · John Villalpando 

March · Joann Parent 
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CURRENT RES ULTS  FOR THE 2011  MLBC S EAS ON 
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The Lone Oak Lodge 
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 This is the event for you 
to use your bocce bucks 
and/or gift certificates if 
you want to save on your 
entry fee for next week’s 
La Tazza di Bocce. 
 Although this event is 
still a great deal at $35 per 
player, the major events 
(see article on page 4) are 
typically more expensive, 
and a good opportunity to 

use up the bonuses you’ve 
earned during the 2011 
MLBC Season Tour. 

LA TAZZA di BOCCE ENTRY FEE 
TO BE SET AT $35 EACH PER PLAYER 
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 Are you a member of the 
MLBC Players Association? 
Have you paid your dues yet? 
  If either answer no, then 
why not?  Are you a member 
of the Monterey Lodge Sons of 
Italy? If the is answer no, then 
why not? 
 Are you going to play in La 
Tazza di Bocce on Sunday, 
March 20th at Troy’s Bocce 
Room in Morgan Hill? 
 The following will explain 
why it is to your advantage to 
join the MLBCPA and The 
Monterey Lodge: 

 The MLBCPA offers a 
monthly bonus to current card 
carrying members.  
 Our next event, La Tazza di 
Bocce is a major championship. 
 And if you are a member of 
both the Sons of Italy and the 
MLBCPA, your entry fee will 
be $25. If not, then your entry 
fee will be $35.  
 The only catch – you have 
to ask for it.  That’s right.  You 
have to ask for it after reading 
this article.  How will we know 
you read the article? Well, we 
won’t really, but we’ll take 
your word for it. All you have 
to do is ask. 
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 What are MLBC Tour 
Points? Why do they exist?  
And why do we care?  Three 
big questions with three really 
small answers. 
 Tour Points are awarded to 
players who participate in 
MLBC events. Additional 
Tour Points are earned when a 
player finishes either first, 
second or third (sometimes 
even fourth) place in any 
given event.  The bigger the 
event, the greater number of 
Tour Points are at stake. 
 Tour Points are a way of 
keeping track of a player’s 
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 The MLBC Players Association is an organization created for the benefit of bocce players who 
participate in MLBC sanctioned events. Membership dues are $15.00 per year. One of the most 
popular benefits of Players Association membership is the $5 discount off of entry fees for specified 
events. In only three events, the player recovers the $15 membership fee. 
 Anyone can join the Players Association.  And you don’t have to be a member of Sons of Italy to 
join the Lodge. Although it’s true that Sons of Italy Lodge members receive their own set of benefits, 
the holder of a Players Association Card will receive greater benefits than those of an at large player. 
 Now, if you really want benefits, join both the MLBC Players Association and the Sons of Italy.  
That combination gets the player even more bonuses. See the monthly MLBCPA card holder bonus 
column for details on how to become a member of these two great organizations. 
 So if you are interested in joining the MLBC Players Association and/or the Order Sons of Italy, 
give us a call at 831-224-3628 or send email to mlbcbocce@yahoo.com. 
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participation in the MLBC 
Tour. They are not a mecha-
nism for ranking the skill of a 
bocce player. They are, how-
ever, a barometer of a player’s 
involvement and success 
within the MLBC Season. 
 The ranking system has 
several purposes. The most 
well known are the three 
awards given for Tour Points 
earned. The Solstizio Vino, the 
prize for the first half leader in 
the Season Tour Points Stand-
ings, is awarded in June. The 
Equinozio Vino, the prize for 
the player with the most sec-
ond half points is awarded in 
December. And the Pallino 
award is given to the player 
who wins the Season Tour 
Points Championship. 
 Another purpose of the 
Tour Points Ranking System is 
to determine which players are 
eligible for the Tournament of 
Champions. The top ranked 
players may qualify to play in 
the event (if they haven’t won 
a title) if an eligible player 
does not register, declines to 
participate, and/or is a no 
show, etc. 
 There you have it. It’s 
pretty simple, kind of a little 
silly — but in a good way — 
and it really, really is a whole 
lot of fun. 
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 Do you know the difference 
between an MLBC Amici Event, a 
Pre-Season Event, an Open Event 
and a Major Event? The following 
will explain: 
 An Amici Event. A casual 
tournament where teams are 
formed using the Amici Index to 
distribute players evenly so as to 
give each team an equal chance to 
win. These events are meant to be 
a light, fun-filled experience for 
new players. 

 The Pre-Season Event. Maybe 
a bit of a misnomer, but these tour-
naments are intended to prepare the 
players for the coming season. It’s a 
way to get back into the sport after 
the long winter lay-off. The events 
are nothing special. The just provide 
a start-up mechanism for the season. 
 An Open Event. These tourna-
ments are played by the traditional 
MLBC rules. The teams are encour-

WHY MLBC TOUR POINTS MATTER 

aged to have fun. And general 
substitution rules are observed. 
 A Major Event. These events 
are for the more experienced play-
ers who wish to test their skill 
against other competitors. Al-
though having fun is still of the 
upmost importance, the rules are a 
more strictly enforced. These 
events are the most difficult to win 
on the MLBC Tour. 

�
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 Once upon a time, long long ago, in a land far far 
away, there lived a land of many pallini. These pallini 
were of all different shapes, sizes, and colors and they 
all lived peacefully and harmoniously with one an-
other. Each pallino had its purpose and each pallino 
was valued for its uniqueness. 
 One day, however, it was decreed that there would 
be a contest to decide which pallino would be the 
finest in the land, and which pallino would be cast out 
of the kingdom to wander in the desert for the rest of 
their days. 
 “This cannot be,” cried the big white pallino that 
resembled a ping-pong ball. “Why must brother be 
pitted against brother? I cannot live like this!”  And in 
desperation, BWP (big white pallino) hoisted himself 
up with his entire might, and threw himself out of the 
court to take his life. 
 The other pallini, seeing this, became very fright-
ened indeed because they knew they must either de-
stroy themselves or be subjected to the contest. 
 The steel pallino, the king’s favorite, felt confi-
dent that he would surely be chosen. “I am not afraid 
for the king has always favored me, and he will assur-
edly come to my side to see that all the people in the 
land choose me.” 
 The king called all of the subjects together to pre-
pare for the contest, and the king did, in fact, attempt 
to sway all to see the value in the steel pallino, but the 
subjects rose up in such aggression towards SP, that 
not only did the king back down, but SP, ran and hid 
his head in shame so deep in the woods that no one 
has seen him since. 
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 Through all of this turmoil there was a humble 
and brave pallino who had the courage to present 
himself to the king. This pallino had never stood out 
in a crowd, and while he was not as big and strong as 
SP, he was not as fearful as BWP. He was a very sim-
ple pallino of yellow, but he was strong enough to 
hold his ground when necessary.   
 Bowing down to the great king, YP said, “Dear 
King, I would be honored if you would allow me to 
be a part of your contest.  If you do not think me fit, 
you may destroy or ostracize me forevermore. Noth-
ing would please me more than to serve you, and that 
is all I desire in my life.” 
 The king looked down at the kind and gentle 
pallino, and his heart melted. “Modest pallino you 
have taught me the true purpose of life.  We no longer 
need a contest because you are the winner.” 
 “Thank you, King,” whispered the pallino, “but I 
believe that my pallino brothers also have worth.  
May they play as well?” 
 “Yes!” declared the king. “Let us allow all of the 
pallini to be part of our wonderful kingdom.  All are 
welcome here!” 
 “Hooray!” exclaimed all of the pallini as they 
came out from hiding to shine once again in the 
golden sunlight of the kingdom. 
 So, it was decreed that the pallini would take turns 
serving the kingdom with joy and love for themselves 
and one another, and they all lived happily ever after. 
Because after all, Betty La Bocca will be watching! 
 The End. 
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 We’ve just begun our third season, and we seem to be making 
progress with each event we host. The quality of play is getting 
better with each tournament, while at the same time, we’re wel-
coming in new players and helping them learn the game. 
 Our four-tiered level of play seems to have struck a chord with 
a large percentage of players. Some like the easy-going Amici 
Series, others really look forward to the Major Events. While still 
others enjoy the middle of the road Open and Pre-Season events. 
 Yes, it is true that, some players just don’t 
like any of the above. But you can’t please 
everyone all of the time. We only strive to 
please as many players as we can for as long as 
we can. 
 And the ones that are pleased, well, we’re 
all having a really good time. 
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 You’ve been asked in the past if anyone out there is interested 
in playing in a weekly league. And we’ve kept the responses to 
ourselves because we are still in the “information gathering 
phase” of a very important project about which we are to embark. 
 We’re not announcing anything yet because the details are still 
being negotiated. But suffice it to say, bocce league play is com-
ing to Monterey, and we want to know if any of you  are inter-
ested in being involved in the formation of the league? Do you 

want to contribute to the ideas that will shape 
the direction of the league? These are just a few 
of the questions we have heading into our new 
project. 
 And the answers to all of these questions, 
and more, will become apparent very soon. As 
soon as the oyster shell dust settles, so to speak. 
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“Every day sees humanity more 
victorious in the struggle 

with space and time." 
 

~ Guglielmo Marconi 
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THE 2011 MLBC AMICI SERIES   
 

continues with 
 

THE ELIMINATOR  
 

on 
 

Saturday, March 12 
at the Custom House Plaza 

 

Check-In at 10:00 AM 
Play Starts at 10:30 AM 
$20 per Player Entry Fee 

 

Your Amici Index 
will establish your place on a 

team that could win first prize 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
 

PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENT BENEFIT 

THE HAMILTON SHELTER 
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AMICI SERIES 
A BIG SUCCESS 
 

The 2011 MLBC 
Season Tour will 
forever be linked to 
the Amici Series 
that the Club Chair-
man believes will 
create an expanded 
player base more 
interested in playing 
bocce on a regular 
basis. So far, the 
prediction has met 
club expectations. 

VENI VIDI VAMOS 
WINS CHALLENGE  
 

In this, the final pre-season 
event of the year, Veni 
Vidi Vamos (Gary Carl-
son, Victor Delpine, Fred 
Taft and Bev Hodge) de-
feated  Nessuni Bravacci 
(Frank Graziano, Richard 
Quaglia, Michael Lucido 
and Barbara Henares) in 
the finals after five hours 
of tough competition on 
February 13th at Custom 
House Plaza in Monterey. 

BELLA FAMIGLIA 
WINS ROUND-ROBIN  

 

In the first open event of the 
season, Bella Famiglia (Tony 
Vella, Barbara Vella, Vickie 
Lucido and Francuzzo Lucido) 
defeated The Country Four, 
Quattro Nuovo and CVAC 4, 
losing only to Nessuni 
Bravacci (Frank Graziano, 
Victor Delpine, Don Schmidt 
and Michael Lucido) to capture 
the Round-Robin title on 
March 6th the Vinnie Occhiuto 
bocce courts in Monterey. 
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 In order to save paper and printing costs, there will be no poster and/or flier for 
this event. The 2011 Miss Trawick’s Garden Shop La Tazza di Bocce is the first 
major championship of the year. The bocce cup is the premier challenge competition 
between organizations on the Central Coast that will determine who has the best 
bocce team. The first place team will win The Classic White Bocce Cup trophy. 
 Check-in time is no earlier than 10:30 am, and play starts at 11:00 am with a one-
up and one down first-time warm up only. 
 
Ciao, 
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THE LONE OAK LODGE 
in Monterey 

IS THE PROUD SPONSOR OF THE 

2011 MLBC SEASON TOUR 
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Phone: 831-224-3686 
E-mail: mlbcbocce@yahoo.com 

Editor: Frank Lucido Jr. 
2 Saucito Avenue 
Del Rey Oaks, CA 93940 
Phone: 831-224-3686 
E-mail: mlbcbocce@yahoo.com 

���������� �� !"�
�#��$�"��
�

����������0�;"�(�����"�����)��+�� ������(!:?��'���� ���

���"�����'�"����''!��"�������"�"���!+��

 �������(�"����5��"��������"�5�"���@�

�(��+���"�����5����+������5����'��"�0�������(��

�0��((��+���"�����+��+�"�@������(�1�@�

��'��"��������5��0!�3�
�

*!��+��(����"������������������

�0�"���)��+�?��������������"�����''!��"��

"���!+���!��)��+��'�':���@���������!��+��

��!"�4���(!��5��:�������"�5�"���3�
�

-����((��!("�5�"��'�':�������+���"��"���!+��

0�����(����'��"�"��������+�'���

�����!��(�'��"�0!��4������+��00��"��

0���)��+���!����"��������"�:(�����=��"�3�

��������	
��
��
�����
������
�
����
����

����
�����	
��
����
�������
����
�
���� �


 � � � � � ) 	 � � � � � 	  
L a  T a z z a  d i  B o c c e  

�

���������
	�
��
�������
���

�����
��
����
������

������������	�
��

����������	���
������
�

The Miss Trawick’s Garden Shop 
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